21st April, 1971

Dr. Ernst Mayr

Harvard University

The Agassiz Museum
Cambridge, Mass. 02138
U.S.A.

Dear Ernst

I agree enthusiastically with practically everything you say,
but 1 still feel that the present position which has arisen because
of Shockley is unfortunate, What I would like to see is a good
programme of research supported by people like yourself. You
will have to reconcile yourself to the fact that whatever you do will
have political implications and repercussion. Inc1denta11y what do
you think of my suggestion for a Twins Institute?

As to racism, what about negative racism? That is, the '
acceptance by Universities (like Harvard) of students with con-
siderably lower standards merely because they are black, This
policy is certainly going to lead to trouble, Either many of them
will drop out, or they will have to be given degrees where white
people would be failed. There was a recent article in Science
about this, S :

I bought your book, Populations,” Species and Evolution, the -
-other day, and look forward to reading it during the summer, I
hadn't heard about the kibbutzin results. Do send me the reference
when you have it,

1 myself do not feel very strongly either way about the Black-
White distinction. If I have a prejudice it is against the poor, and
in favour of the rich, but such an attitude is almost equally anaccept-
able to most people.

Yours sincerely

F.H.C. Crick



